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EXHIBIT NO . 1 

Harrisburg, Pa ., June 22 8 . 

His Excellency , 

The President . 

A letter addressed to Lion . W . tint . Corlett, Delegateto Congress from `• yoming Terr ' y, and by him referred to th eHouse Committee on Mil . Affairs, and thus made sethi ..offi - ial ,appeared in the press of the 13th inst . As the ()eject of thisletter was to request an investigation of my conduct at thebattle of the Little Big Horn river, and was also. t .e firs ttime various reports and rumors had been put into definite shape ,
I addressed a communication to the same Committee, through its
chairman, ur4ing that the investigation be resolved upon . The 
Congress adjourned without taking any action, and I no w 
respectfully appeal to the Executive foe . a. " Court ef Inquiry" 
to investigate the affair, that the many rumors started by
camp gossip may be set at rest and the truth masse fully known . 

The letter to Mr . Corlett which is referred to, i s 
hereto attached . 

I am, Sir ,
Very respectfully ,

Your Obed t . 6erv" t . 
(ad) M . A . Reno , 

Ma j . 7th Cavalry . 

Copy of newspaper slip 

H: CUSTER . MASSACRE . 

-

.Major Ilene accused of cowardice-en Inveeti ;.ion Probable . 

as` :ington, June 12 .-The House Co ;ittee On Military t ffa irs 
decided to-n .y to report favorably to the ;?ouse a resolution 
directing an inLes ti=,etian into the Ouster . aesscre . .'r . Bragg 

sub-committee to sit in recesswill meant a resolution for a 
ers . The baisie of this action isand send fo~ person : and pa 

hittaker, of 'hun tembraced in a letter addressed by k`rederie ,, 
g Territory ,Corlett, representing WyominVernon, N . Y . to jar .
 


and by hire 613 gdt$VMv6o: ? go tioage6i i gs4gfigirs ,
 

letter is as follows : -0ni' bl4o't e 

. ,wount ,v ernon, e . Y May 18, 1878 . 

Hon . . Cox Lett, : .C . , 

Dear : Having been called on to prepare the bio-

graphy of the late brevet 4a jor Gem erel George A . Custer ,
 

oral and written, cam e
 
a. :.ou : .t of evidence,U .S,,: ., t Vest 

tending to prove Veit the sacrifice of is life
let* y hands :c co ;mand =t the battle of the
and ,use lives of his izu edi 



-

Little Big Horn was useless, and owing to the cowardice ofhis subordinates . I desi^e, therefore, to call your atten-tion, and that of Congress, through you, to the necessityof ordering an official investi c tion by a committee of yourhonorable body into the conduct of the United States troops en-gaged in the battle of the .it ,tle =ig Horn, fought June 25 ,1876, otherwise own is the Custer : aesacre, in which Lieut .Col . Custer, Seventh United States Cavalry, perished, with five 
companies of the Seventh Cavalry, at the hands of the Indians .The reasons on which I found my request are as follows : 

First-Information coming to me from participants in th ebattle, written and oral, is to the effect thet gross cowardic ewas displayed therein by :Major Xarclus A . ' ono, Seventh United
States Cavalry, second in command that day; and that owing to
such cowardice, the orders of Lieut . Col . "•.zster, commanding
officer, to said Reno, to execute a certain attack, mere no t 
made . 

That the failure of this nuove: .ent, owing to his 
cowardice and disobedience, caused the defeat of the Unite d 
States forces on the 'day in q estion ; Lei that, had Ouster ' s 
orders been obeyed, the troops would. {probably have defeated 
the Indians . 

That after .a Jor Reno's cowardly flight, he was 
ejoined by Capt . F . . Canteen, Seventh United States Cavalry , 

with reenforoehents, which were placed under his orders, and 
that h remained idle with this force while his superior officer 
was fighting against the whole force of the Indians, the battle 
being within his 'rnowledr:;e, the sound of firing; audible ftom 
is position, and his forces out of immediate danger from th e 

enemy . 

That the consequence of this second exhibition of 
cowardice and incompetent;' was the massacre of Lieut . Col . 
Custer and five companies of the Seventh United States Cavalry . 

Second-The .roof of these facts lies in the evidence of 
persons in the service of the United States Government, chiefly 
in the Army, and no power short of Congress can compel thei r 
*attendance and protect them from annoyance and persecution i f 
they openly testify to the cowardice exhibited on the above 
occasion . 

Third-The only official record of the battle now extan t 
the report written by- Major Reno, above-named, and is, i nis of the late Lieut .the main false and libellous to the memory 

Col . Custer, in that it represents the defeat of the United 
States forces on tr -t occasion as owing to the division by

to overmanning, -. of his forces into three detachments,Cus to 
his forces, and to ignorance of the enemy's force--all serious 

Custer as an officer ;charges against the capacity of said 
to the cowardice and dis-whereas the defeat was really owing ;enoobedience of said Reno and to the wilful neglect of said

Indians in suppor tand Capt . Bentsen to join battle with the 
it, endof their commanding,offieer on they might have done 

it was their plain duty so to do . 



4ourth. . The welfare of th e United Staten fir . .y de: ::ands that in
case of a massacre of a lane kart,, of troops, under eireumatenoe scovered with suspicion, it should be officia l ly established w' erethe blame belongs, to the and that the service may not deteriorate bythe retention of cowards . 

Fifth-Justice to an officer of the previously unstained record o fLieut . Col . Custer, demands that the accusation under which hi sneaory now rests, in the only official account of the battle of the
Little Big 'torn now extant, should be proved or disproved . 

I have thus given you, as briefly as I can, y reasons for 
as ci<:c this inves tir-f a tion, and the fact I am confident of being abl e 
to prove . Ay witnesses will be all the living officers of th e 
Seventh U--ited States Cavalry- who were present toe battle of Jlineat 

25, including; Major keno and Capt . ''enteen-- : yself to prove ti tatenents 
of an officer since deceased, made to me a few days before his death ;
F . T, Girard, I :,dian Interpreter to the United States forces ; Dr . 
Porter, of =ismarck, D . T ., contract surgeon at the battle in 
question ; Lieut . Carland, Sixth Infantry, Sergeant Godman, now o f 
the Signal Service, and others whose names I can find in time for 
the committee's session, s ::ould the ea:ie be ordered . 

Trusting, dear Sir, t' , t this letter ; gat=res;alt in an 
investi aticn which shall decide the w ^1.e truth about the battle 
of the 2bth June, 1;37 ., . tend the purgation of the service . 

I am your obedient servant : 

Frederichitta.:aer. . 

Official Cope 
L . . Drum 

assistant edjutant tie erai . 

. .G .Office , 
Janus=r :, 9, i79) 
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EX:I .BIT NO . 3 

uestiors to be asked the .tnose errendeen respectfully. 
subriited to the Court by FrederickIhlttarer, accuser of:a, or 

gAps . 
Submitted Januery 28, 1879 . 

1 . Did you or did you not observe any evidences of fear on the
pert of Major Reno on the 25th or 26th dune 1876 . State
the grounds of your opinion . 

2.	 When Bloody Knife was killed by major Heno's side in the 
glade or park of which you have spoken, what effect di d 
it have on Major Reno and how do you know, if you -snow ? 

3.	 Did you ever converse with major Reno on the cut ject of 
the death of Bloody Knife, and whet ma the conversation ,
if any? 

4.	 What words were uttered by the cavalry soldier who was shot 
at, the sage time as Bloody Knif e,3fyou heard them? 

5 . Did eajor keno give any other, orders than "Dismount" and 
"Mount " before he started to leave the timber? 

6. Did he start before or with the men, and did be exhibit cool * 
ness and courage in so doing, ar did you then think that he 

started under the influence of fear for his on personal 
safety? 

7 . Have you had cause to change your opinion since thr .t time a s 
to Major Reno's conduct whether cowardly or . the reverse ? 

7i��	 ~ -

I further desire leave respectfully to suamit to the cour t 
that in case these questions should lead to fresh ones by Majo r 

be per slit t;ed to ask questions if necessar yReno's counsel I sa1ould 

in .my own person of this or any other witness, subject to the die ., 
creti on ofthe court in the wee manner as Ma oe Reno and hi s 
counsel . 

Respectfully submitted 
Frederick '4Littaker 

Accuser of ajar Reno . 
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EXHIBIT NO . 4 

Headquarters 7th U . S . Cavalry ,
Camp on Yellowstone River ,

July 5, 1876 . 

Captain L . W . Smith . 
A . D . C . and A . A . A . G . 

The command of the regiment having devolved upon me as thesenior surviving officer from the battle of the 25th and
26th of June between the 7th Cavalry and Sitting, Bull's bandof hostile Sioux on the Little Big Horn River, I have the
honor to submit the following report of its operations from 
the time of leaving the main column until the command was united
in the vicinity of the Indian villa 6e . 

The regiment left the camp at the mouth of the Rosebud river 
after passing in review before the Department Commander under 
command of Brevet aajor General G . A . Custer, Lieutenant Colonel ,
on the afternoon of the 22nd of June and parched up the Rosebud 
twelve miles and enca,ped : - 23d marched up the hosebud passing
many old Indian camps and following a very large lodge-pole trail ,
but not fresh, marling thirty-three (33) miles ; 24th the march 
was continued up the tosebud, the trail and since freshenin ; wit h 
every mile until we had made twenty-eight (28) miles, and we 
then enca :lped and waited for information from the scouts : at 
9-25 p .m . Custer called the officers together and informed u s 
that beyond a doubt the village was in the valley of the Littl e 
Big Horn, and in order to reach it, it was necessary to cros s 
the divide between the Rosebud and the Little gig Horn,. and i t 
would be impossible to do so in the day ti ;e without discoverin,, 
our march to the Indiana ; that we would prepare to march at 1 1 
p .m . ; this ,as done, the li p of march turning from the Rosebud 
to the right up one of its branches w nich headed near the summi t 
of .the divide . About 2 a .m . of the 25th the scouts told him tha t 
he coulc of cross the divide before daylight . We then made 
coffee and rested for three hours, at the expiration of whic h 
time the march }tA as resumed, the divide crossed and about 8 a .m . 
the command was in the valley of one of the branches of the Little 
Big Horn ; by this time Indians had been seen and it was certti n 
that we could not surprise them and it was determined to move a t 
once to the atta=ck . Previous to this no division of the regimen t 
had been made since the order :ad been issued on the Yellowston e 
annulling wing sad battalion organi : a r ions, but Custer infor:ed 
me that he would assign commands on the march . 

I was ordered by Lieutenant .Cook, Adjutant, to assume 
command of companies M .r> . and r ; Captain Benteen of companies 

under his immediateH .D . and N, Custer retained C .E .F .I . and L . 
in rear of the packcOmmand and company B, vapta in McDou s il,A train . 

I assumed command of the companies assigned to me and withou t 
forward with the rest of the column an dany definite orders moved 

well to its left . I saw benween moving farther to the left and 
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as they passed he told me he had orders to move wel
before him . I did n1,'' secl left and sweep everything t° theuntil about 2-30 p .m, The coeMand moved doe t;l'ee:Imt:!:qsthe Little Big ore valley, Custer with five companies on' right bane, myself and three companies on the loft bank and ;!,entfarther to the left . and out of sight . es we ange ouched a deserteedvillage, and in when was standing one tepee, lbout 11 a .m.

Custer motioned me to cross to hie, which I did, and movedc to his coluen until about 12-30 a . . (p .e .7') when IA t eererCook, Adjutant, cue* to me and said the village was lonly two milesahead and running away ; to move forward et as rapid a sett s
prudent and to charge afterwards, and that the whole outfi t
would euppo t ea . I think those ere his exact words . I at 
once took a fast troop and moved down *bout two miles where I 
came to a ford of the river . I crossed iMMediately and 
halted about ten minutes or less to gather the battalion, send-
ing word to Custer that I had everything in front of me and thu t 
they were strong . I deployed and with the Kee scouts on my left 
charged down the valley driving the Indians with great ease for 
about 2 miles . I however soon saw that I wee being drawn into 
some trap as they would certainly fight harder and especiall y 
as we were nearing their village, which was still standing, be -
sides I could not see Custer or any other support and at th e 
same time the very earth seemed to grow Indians Bed they were 
running towards we in swarms and from all directions . I saw 
I must defend myself and give up the attack mounted, this I did . 
Taking possession of a front of woods, and which furnished 
(near its edge) a shelter for the horses, dismounted and fough t 
them on foot, maxim, headway through----the woods . I soon found 
myself in the near vicinity of the village, saw that I was fight-
ing odds of at least five to one and that ey only hope was to 
get out of the woods where I would seen have been surrounded and 
gain some high ground . I accomplished this by mounting and 
charging the Indians between me and the bluffs on the opposite 
side of the river . In this charge 1st Lieutenant Donald Melntosh t 
2nd Lieutenant Benj . H . Hodgson, 7th Cavalry and A .A . Surgeon 
J. 0 Denolf wore , killed, I succeeded in reaching the top of 
the Bluff with a lose of three officers and twenty-nine enlisted 
men killed, and seven -en wounded . Aleoat at the time i reach . 
ed the top mounted mane ere seen to be coming towards us and i t 
proved to be ColonelBenteen t s battalion, companies H . and 

We joined forces and in a short time the pack train careK. 
up . As senior ey command was then A . D . G . H . n . M ., about 
380 men and the following officers, Captains Benteen, eeir , 
French and McDougall, 1st Liluteeants Godfrey, Mathey and Gibson , 
and 2d Lieutenants edgerly, 0 allace, Vernun and Aare and t . e . 

. 1st Lieutenant be audio was in the .dismountedSurgeon Porter . 
fight in the woods but hewing some trouble with his horse di d 
not join the coemund In the charge out and hiding himself i n 
the woods joined the commend after night-fall of the 26th . Still 
hearing nothing of Custer and with this re-enforceeent, I move d 
down the river in the direction of the village, keeping on th e 
bluffs . 4e had heard firing in that direction and knew it could 
only be Custer . I moved to the summit of the highest bluff tut 
seeing and hearing nothing sent Captain eeir with his company t o 
open eoeeunication with him. /He soon sent hack word by Lieut . 

thet the Indians were gettin gHare that he could go no furthJr 
around him . At this time he was keeping up a heavy fire from hi s
 


skireish line . I at once turned everything back to the firs t
 

position I had taken on the bluff and which seemed to ee th e
 


.eAet;
 




best . I dismounted the n~Pn and had the horses and mules of th e
pack train driven together in a depression, put the men on thecrests of the hills making the depression and ad he:rdl done sowhen I was furs c$usly a ttac ;ed, » this was about six p .m . We held
our ground with a loss of eighteen enlisted men killed and forty-
six wounded until the attack ceased about 9 p .m . As I knew bythis time their overwhel :_sing numbers and had given up an ysupport from that portion of the regiment with Custer . i had themen dig rifle pits, barricaded with dead horses and mules andboxes of hard bread the opening ofthe depression towards th eIndians in which the animals were herded, and wade every exertionto be ready for what I saw > ould be a terrific assault the next
day . All this night the wen were busy and the Indians holding a
scalp dance underneath us in the bottom and in our hearing . 
On the morning of the 26th I felt confident that I could hold 
my own and was ready as far as I could be when, at daylight about
2-30 a .m . I heard the crack of two rifles . This was the signal
for the beginning of a fire that I have never seen equalled .
Every rifle was handled by an expert and skilled marks 4_an and with 
a range that exceeded our carbine, and it was simply impossible 
to show any part of the body before it was struck . pie could se e
as the day brightened coutless herds of them pouring; up the
valley from out the village and scarpering over the high point s 
towards the places designated for the ; by their chiefs and which 
entirely surrounded our position . They had sufficient numbers to
completely encircle us and men wwre struck from opposite side s 
of the 1 es from where the shots were fired . I think we wer e 
fighting7the ioux nation and also all the desperadoes, renegades ,
half-breeds and equawmen between the issouri and the Arkansa s
and east of the Rocky mountains and they must have numbered a t 
least twenty-five hundred warriors . The fire did not slacken until 
about 9-30 a .m . and thenwe found they were making a last desperate 
effort and which was directed against the lines held by cowponie s 
H and M . In this charge they came close enough to use thei r 
bows and arrows, and one man lyin dead within our lines wa s 
touched wit`i the coup stick of one of the foremost Indians . 
hen I say the stick was only ban or twelve feet long some idea 

of the desperate and reckless fighting of these people may b e 
understood . This charge of their was gallantly repulsed by
the men on that line led by Colonel Henteen . They also carne 
close enough to send their arrows into the line held by Co's . 
D and 7: ., but were •driven away by a like charge of the line 
which I accompanied . at e now had many wounded and the qes tion 
of water was vital as from 6 p .m . of the previous evening unti l 
now 10 a .m. about 16 hours we had been without . 

skirmish line was forded under Co ' oval Bentsen to protec tA
the descent of volunteers down the hill in front of '- is positio n 
to reach the water . ry e succeeded in getting some canteens al-
though many of the men were hit in doing so . The fury of the at -
tack wasnow over and to our astonishment the Indians were see p , 
going in parties toward the village . but two solutions occurre d 
to us for this move,ent, that they were going for something t o 
eat, more ammunition (as they had been throwing arrows) or tha t 
Custer was coming . We took advantage of this lull to fillal l 
vessels with water and soon had it by ca ip kettle fuLl . But 
they continued to withdraw and all firing ceased soon, - occasion-
al shots from sharp-shooters sent to annoy us about the water , 
About 2 p .m . the grass in the bottom was set on fire and followe d 
up by Indians who encouraged its burning, and it was evident to 
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me it was done fora purpose and which purpose I discovered late ron to be the creation of a dense cloud of smoke behind which theywere packing and preparing to move their village . Items betweensix and. seven p .m . that the village eaee out from behind the denseclouds of smoke and duet . ea had a close and ;ooci view of themas they filed away in the direction of fig :torn . eountains moving - in ' almost perfect military order . Tee length of the columnfully eq :-{al to that of a lare division 
was 

of the Cavalry Corp sof tee ' r : ; of the Potomac as I have seen it in its march , 
We now thought of Custer of whom nothing had been seen andnothing heard since the firing in his direction about six p .m . 

on the eve of the 25th and we concluded that the Indiana had gottenbetween him and us and driven him towards the boat at the mouth of the Little vi- Horn River . The awful fate that did befall
him never occurred to arjy of us as within the limits of possi bility . 

During the night I chunged my position in order to secure a n
unli sited supply of water and was prepared for their return feel-
ing sure they eou t d do so as they were in such nu:bers, but earl y
in the morning of the 27th arid while we were on the qui wive for 
Indians I saw with my glass a dust some distance don the valley ,
there was no certainty for some time what they were but finally
I satisfied myself they were cavalry and if so could only be 
Custee . As it was ahead of. the time that I understood tha t 
General Terry could be expected, before this time however I had 
written a oo: munication to General Terry and three volunteer s 
were to try and reach him (I had no confidence in the ledians 
with ma and could not get them to do anything .) If this dus t 
were Indians it wee possible they would not expect anyone to le€eve . 
The men started and were told to go as near as it was safe to de-
tereine w .eth ar the approaching column was write men and to return 
at once in case they found it so but if they were Indians to 
push on to General Terry . In a short time we saw them return.. 
ing over the high bluffs already alluded to . They were accoh-
panted by a scout who had a note from Terry to Custer saying 
Crow scouts had oo : ..e to camp saying he had been whipped but tha t 
it was not believed . I think it was snout 10-30 a .m. thet Genera l 
Terry rode into my lines and bhe fate of Custer and his brave men 
was soon determined by Captain Bentsen proceeding with his 
company to his tattle ground and where was recognised th e 
following officers who were surrounded by the dead bodies of 
many of their men : 

General G . A . Custer, Col . e . N . . Cook, Adjutant, Captains M . 
W . Keogh, G . . Yates, and T . Custer, 1st Lieuts . A . E . S pith , 
James Calhoun, 2nd Lieutenants W . V . Riley of the 7th Cavalry, and 
J . J . Crittenden of the 20th Infantry, temporarily attached t o 
this regiment . The bodies of Lieutenant J . e . Porter and 2nd 
Lieutenant 1I . M . Barrington and J . G . Sturgis,, 7th Cavalry and 
Assif3tant Surgeon G . e . Lord, U . 6 . A . were not recognized, but 
there is every reasonable probability the, were killed . It was 
now certain that the column of five companies with Custer ha d 
been killed . 

The wounded in my lines ere during the afternoon and 
eve of the 97th mood to the camp of Gen' l Terry and at 5 a .m . 
of the 26th I proceeded with the regiment to the battle ground 
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of Custer and buried 204 bodies
citizens . ' including the following named
:r . Boston Custer, fir . heed (a young nephew of
General Custer) and Mr 

. Kellogg a correspondent for the New
York Herald . The following named citizens and Indians who
were with my commend were also killed . Charles Reynolds (guideand hunter) Isaiah Dorman (colored) interpreter, bloody
who Ifel n from immediatel y :rife
 

my side, Bobtail dull and Stab ofthe lndia scoutsbyscouts . 

After traveling over his trail it is evident to me tha t
 

Custer intended to support me by moving further down the stre w
and attaching the village in flan,

: . That he found the distancegreater to the ford than he anticipated, that he did charge, buthis march had taken so long, altho' his trail shows he ' .ad movedrapidly, that they were ready for him. That Co's . C . and I hndperhaps part of g crossed to the village or attempted it, a tthe charge were let b7 a staggering, fire and that they fell back 
to find a position from which to defend therselves but theywere followed too closely by the Indians to permit time to form
an, kind of line . I think had the regiment gone in as a bod y
and from the woods from which I fought advanced upon the village ,
its destruction was certain . But he was fully confident they were 
running away or he would not have turned from me . I think (after 
the great number of Indians there were in the village) that the
following reasons ottain for the misfortune . His rapid marching 
for two days and one night before the fight . Attacking in th e 
daytime at 12 m and when they were on the qui give instead of 
earl; in the morning, and lastly his unfortunate division of the 
regiment into three commands . 

During my fight with the Indians I had the heartiest suppor t 
from officers and man, but the conspicuous service of Wet . 

: . Bentsen, I desire to call attention to especially ,Col . F .

for if eve e a soldier deserved recognition by his governmen t
 


for distinguished services, he certainly does . I enclos e
 

herewith is report of the operutions of his battalion from
 


the time of leaving the regiment until we joined commands o n
 


the hill . I also enclose an accurate list h f casualties as far
 

as it can be made at the present time, separnting them int o
 

two lists "A" those killed in General Custer's command - 'B e
 
I had . The number ofthose killed and wounded in the command
 

killed can only be approximated until we hear throughIndians 
the Agencies . I saw the bodies of 18 and Captain Ball, 2d Cavalr y

trail says tha t. who made a scout of thirteen miles over their 
their -:;raves were many along their line of march . It is simply

numbers of them should not be hit in the severa l
impossible that lines . They node their = ap-
charges they made so close to hy 
proaches through the deep gulches, that led from the L iii t op to 

when the jealous care with which the Indian 
the river, andguards the bodies of killed and wounded is considered it is no t
 


that their bodies were not found . It is proba ;le
 

astonishingthat the stores left by them and destroyed the next two days wa s 
to make room for many of them on their travois . The harrowing 

height on which Custer
sight of the dead bodies crowning the
 
fell and which will remain vividly in `y memory until death, is
 

t th isicou ntr`ytoo recent for me not to ask the good people 
ed ,
 g
whether a policy that sets pand the same government should no t onoclothed and e(p i peed by
 


be abolished .
 

-4-
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All of which is respectfully subAttsd . 

(Signed) d . A . Reno , 
Vajor, 7th Cavalry . 
Cored t g Reg Laen 

Official . 
( 6 'e'D) R . ?. Rushes , 

Captain Inf t A .1) .C . 

Readqu rters Departent of Dakota . 
Saint Paul, Minr ., J anuary 9" , 1879 . 

A true oo p 

Geo . D . Ruggles ,
 

Asetst6nt Adjutant General .
 




EXHIBIT NO . 5 

Camp on Little Big horn ,
20 miles from its mouth . 

June 27" . 

GenSral Terry : 

I have had a most terrific enga .. ont with the ho4til e 
Indians . They left their camp last evening at sundown moving
due south in the direction of Big orn aountaine . I am very
much crippled and cannot possibly pursue . Lieutenants McIntosh 
and iodgson,and Dr . I:eolf are among the killed . I have many
wounded and Many horses and rides a oL . I have lost both 
own horses . I have not seen or heard from Custer since he 
orderedie to charge with .y battalion (3 co ,ponies) promising 
to support us . 

' I charged about 2 p .sa, but meeting no su,'ort was forced 
back to the xilis . At this point I was joined by Bentean wit h 
3 companies and the puck train rear guard (one Co .) . I h à d 
fought thousands and cal still hold my own, but cannot leav e 
here on account of the wounded, bend me medical aid at onc e 
and ra ..ions . 

(signed) M . A . Reno . 
Maj . 7',h 4avalr y . 

As near is I can say now 1 have over 100 men killed and wounded . 

leedquwrters Dep't of Dakota . 
Saint Paul, Ann ., January 9 " , 1879 . 

A true copy :
 

Goo, D . Ru ,les ,
 


iisg3. . t,an , adjutant Ueneral .
 




����������������

E.?Ci6 T 6 

List of Casualties in 7th Regiment of U. S . Gavalry during the 
battles on Little 3ig Zorn River Stith Sitting Bull's band o f 

Hostile Sioux on the 26th and 26th of June, 1876 . 

ETILED 

- Rank 

BirtaMaj , 
eld & Staff George A . Custer Genie USA C Co Short PVt o 

N i t	 NByt . Lt .	 Shea 
00	 1 . Cook Cole USA Shade 


Aest .urg . Stuart 

N	 Lord U.S .A . St * John
 


,et 'g Asst . Thadius
 

vt Le4olf jarg. USA	 Tan Allen 


4arren 
N i#	 elyndham4 .1.3hanon lergteMaj. 

"ri t.;htHenry Taos Chief Trptr e 
Henry Dallons 0orpl . Co Vincent Charlie Farrier 

ii N Patrick Golden Pvt .George H. King
 

John E* Armstrong Pit . N Edward Hanson Pit .
 


A .L: *Smith 8vt .apt . UlkJames Drinan 
,.J. Sturgis 2nd Lt .1illiam -oody 


James McDonal d Fred* Hohmeyer 1st Sorgt . 

Richard 1awlins	 n Sergt .
re 

ti 
John Sullivan N 

-. an CarpiThomas P . Switzer 
ftf„—, ' .aeonBenj . Hodgson 2nd Lt . 

BlormRichard Doran 111 0 
Meyer I* 

George Yank 
Sir oy Tr -AThos . Custer	 Bet . Lt . 

MooneyCol. USA r if Bake r	 PV tA .I.Harrinton	 2nd Lt isBoyleEdwin Baba	 1st Sort 
3authFinley Sergt . 
ConnorTinkle 
Darr ingFrench •Jorpl . Davis ff 

Foley Farrelllyan Hiley>vt .Allen HuberGriddle .	 

ding HendersonRucknal l Henderso nEisman Leddisson N 

Engle O'Connor
Brig tfieid of,RoodFarrand Reese N 

Griffin 1st
Hamel Smith 2nd
Hattisoll Smith 3rd
It7ngsouts Stella
Lewis St&fford 

i;e School* 
it Smallwood 

.i . se i sgilif Tarr
li x it it V&ejant
Ranter it 

N lalker 
N Br 

Kutch% 
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i 
I M . . Keogh at, 

J. . Porterts, .,,, at Lieu 
tt F. Yarden •.,; , TI16 o'0 1st Sgt . 

ass 
G . Tatee 
J . `rata 83el ly 

Kenney 
Nursey 
Yickory 
Jilkinson 
Colman 
Tasman 
Briocty 
Brandon 
Fanning 
Atchison 
Brown 1st 
Brown 2nd 
Brno* 
Brady 
Burnham 
Gather 
Carney 
Dohm an 
Donnelly 
Gardiner 
Nan , 
Kline 
mouth 
LUMUR 
Losse 
Milton J©s . 
:::adson 
Monroe 
Audden 
Gaoling 
Siofous 
Sanders 
Marren 
gay 

Lerook 
Kelley 

Donald McIntosh 
Edward Botser 
. Considin 

. rart ir.e Jas 
Ctto,Hagenan 
Beni . wells 
Henry Mse
Crawford 'elby 
t3enj . F. 'ioge:s 
Andrew J . Awore 
John J. $oGinniss 
Edward Stanley 

Henry 3eaffer►n 
John Rapp 
Geo . tell 
Julian D. Jones 
Thos E. 3. Iador 

Captain 
2nd Lt . 
1st Sgt . 

a 
Corp). .. 

tt 

Farrier 
31k.siith 

Private 
i t 

I t 

H 

tt 

tt 

+t 

tt 

.t 

let Lt . 
gt • 

.Corpl,
 
a 

Farrier 
:rptr• 
Saddler . 
Pvt . 

N 

tt 

N 

.t 

Corps . 
tt 

w 

tt J. Bustard
 

John ' jild
 

G. C. Lorrie 
3, V. j Yap1*s 
J. McGucker 
J. Patton 
H.A .Bailey
J. F. Broadhurs t 
J. arty 
J. Connors 
T . r . Downing 

. Driscoll 
D. . Gillette 
G. H . Gross 
E. P . Holcomb 

4 . . Horn 
Adam Hietiems. 
P . Kelley
Fred. Lehman 

r Lehman 
t+ts . P . Lloy 
A. o I Thar 
J. Mitchel l 
J. Noshang 
J. O'Bryan 
J. Parker 
F. J. Pitter 
Geo . Post 
Jas . Quinn 
William Reed 
J. . Rossbury 
D. L . Symms 
J. E. Tray 
Chas . Yon :game 

rt 4. B . ihaley 
D. ;Anne,' 
A . Hughes 
J. J . Ga llahaca 
Julius Relater 

M Eli V. T . Clair 
L Calhoun 

J.J.Crittend 
But l earL 

a Tar re m 
a Harrison 
a Gilbert 

Heiller 
Isiah 
Adams 
Aeedely 

Jheerer 
McGill 

tt McCarthy 

3ergt . 
Corpl . 

a 
.t 

Trptr . 
a 

Blksmith 
Pvt . 

P
 

a
 

a
 


a
 

a
 


a
 

a
 


1st 
Sgt .
 


Carpi .
 

Trumpt e r .
 

Pvt .
 

let Lt .
 

it . 20 Tnftry.
 

let Sgt .
 

361 0
 

Corpl .
 


a
 

M
 


Trut er 

Pvt . 
a 

n 
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L 
Co • 

Dada Private 
0N	 	 moll 

«	 	 $oett 
w lab000k 
w	 	 rsrktae 
w	 Iirbez 
R	 }yam 

R seisr
 

N S v t,
 


q	 	 *rebel 
Nand It cm 

w Rodgers 
w Snow 
w	 	 s 
" Ui11er 
w Tw 

w	 	 Iaahiw 
Keefe 

w	 	 Andrea's 
Crisfield 
Amrringt= 

w Ranges 
'Y.Aranmui;h 

w	 Laberin 
w h~iae :
 
q Schmidt
 
» 	 S i :±lona
 

. • R,iebald 
w O'Connell 

10,l se P . O*iiara Sorat . 
Remy Y. 30ollie 0010 

w Fred. Stringer N 
w oenr Gordon ►t • 
» R. iistxer 
a G . Lawrence 
w 4, 11. o :Akyer 

w G. Smith
 

» ii . Somers
 

a J. Tamer
 

w R. Tex 1a ► 

N 
w H. ii. f . 
w'." Boston Castor Civilian 

rt
Arthur 'teed 

k
Marl : ellag 

Chas .	 ' s r*o1 ds 
f1 

JFrank . Ann 

Indian. Joouts 

Bloody 0 
Bobtailed U. 
Stab 

' otal number at oa r•',iseiraased ofr'ioers 

killed� 14 
Act •g Asst Sorg. 1 

listed 'en 247 
Civilians b
 


Indian 3eoa is 3
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Co
 

A
 

N 

N
 

N
 

N 

C 
N 

w 

« 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
▪ 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
« 

N 

List of wvmn6ad in !" Regiment v .3 .0avalry during
the Battles on .ittlo Dig a,zn River with Sitting
Bull's %ant of Hostile lit= on trio 26th and 26th 
of Juno i 1t9'Ei 

Names 
Tiliis~a syn 
Jacob Deal 
3a ►1 Avatar 
Frederick lomsstead 
Francis " . Reeves 
iliJah T. Stroud 
Cilliaffi ?!. 3iatth 
ChM . Cunningham 
Chas .3ennstt 

Magda. 
Thomason 
Nhittaksr 

Patrick ssolkszald 

Mull 
1st 3er . 
lit . 
a
"
 

a
 


Coml. 
Pyt?rt. . 
Pvt. 

a 

" 
Jas T. Reilly 3ergt. 
Jas P. kyle

Oamell 
John McTey 
Jahn orrison 
Josoph U00urry
Petri :k Connelly 
Thos. " scLaaghlin 
John 
1il1i Hood. 
Otto Tint 
henry Kahle,/ 
This. R. 3ishop 
Alec 3 . Bishop 
John Cooper 
Henry Bleak 

Fhrler 
Ia. Gahm° 
Thos . Hughes
John ''viler 

Pvt . 

1st Tergt . 

?r>mptr. 
Jae,.dlor 
I'vt . 

N 

" 
John =hillips "' 
3as a 1 >ereres a 
'illien C. "Iilliano" 

Charles 3ir4olph 
David Cooney
PatriU t«orooran '• 
Michael ''adden 
Ilex Milks 
Thos . 'turshall 
Patrick Oairey 
Charles Thite 
Daniel gosh 3lksaith 
Frank Braun Pvt . 
John 30 Moyer 
;' ilium . ;orris " 
Ionian Hutton 
Thos . Po Manner 
Jas. tilaur " 
Chas. lied *n a 

The above is approximate tale *boohoo of ad .al oo part recorde a t : a loss 
of 21st 3ergts has- rendered it almost impossible to amount for the 
men at th present time . 

: miry. 
Co ndiz g 'if rnt . 
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lot Endorsement 

Read quarters Department o iota - paint 'aul 1 . July 10 16V6 

3sapeattu11y tureard d to Roadquasters # iliiazdr 14vi .sion of 
r'issouri - .269 bodies have heretofore been reported buried« This re -
port ad oounts for 260 only . T have understood unoi'tioially that there 

missing some of t' .ese mare undoubtodl box 1sO, but wor e 
not rec sed« 

ailed Geo . i . Ruxles, 
Last . Ad t+a h,ral , 

and in the abs « Gallo Oo-trewAing 

2nd E i o» se 

Heraa quarters i fl« Div . 
Chicago, Jul l 1 , 10fi6« 

Respectfully forms' the Add, t °° al or this Army 

Qttloial copy 

S. Do Tosuaehd o
 

AddjataAt ;" feral .
 


A«O.Otlioe, 
Jan. 9, 2679 





}XHH1I'I' C. 8 . 

To the Honorable , 

the Court of Inquiry . 

In accordance with the sot .of Congress approved 16 March 

1878 I have thehonor to request that I be alloyed to testif y 

before your honorable Court of Inquiry ar§~ieh has bow= con-

vaned upon my epplication . 

O . A. Keno ,
s3 . 7th Csv . 



EXHIEIT NO . 9 

HeadquErters ofthe Army ,
Adjutant General's Office , 

Was ington, August 10, 1876 . 

Major M .	 	A . Reno 

7th Cavalry . 

(Tho' Headq arters Military Division of the issouri ) 

Sir : 

Referring to the petition of the enlisted men o f 
the 7th Cavalry (forwarded by you the 18th ul ti mo) for th e 
vomotion of yourself and other officers of the regiment wh o 
participated in the eng:&ge;rsent of June 26, 1876, I have the 
h,nor to enclose herewith, for the informction of the officer s 
and enlisted men concerned, a copy of the remarks of the Genera l 
of the Ar .:y with ref rence to the request contained in the 
petition . 

ery respectfully, 
Your obedient Servan t 

(vigned)	 	A . U . Townsend . 
,►d jutant General . 

A true copy : 

J . :• Le e 
1st Lieut . and Ac't 9th Infantry . 

Recorder . 



 
 
Exhibit No. 10 was a petition signed by 236 enlisted men who survived   
the battle. In this petition, the men requested the promotion of Major 
Reno and the other surviving officers of the regiment. The petition was 
introduced in evidence, but never attached to the original court record. 
Thus, it was not included as one of the exhibits in the typed copies of the 
original record. This petition is available, however, and can be viewed 
both in print and online. See, for example, the University of Wisconsin 
Digital Collections 
http://images.library.wisc.edu/History/EFacs/SetPerAmerInd/Reno/ 
reference/history.reno.i0053.pdf. 
 

 



EXHIBIT NO . 11
 

Headquarters Army of the United States .
 
Washington, D .C . August 5, 1876
 

The judicious and skilful conduct of Major Reno and

Captain Bentsen is a p preciated but the promotions cause d

by General Custer , ' death have been made by the Presiden t 
and confirmed by the Senate therefore this a titian can-
not be granted. when the Sioux Campaign is over I shall b e 
most happy to recognize the valuable services of both offi-
cers and man by granting favors or recommending actual pro -
motion. 

Promotion on the Field of iiattle was Napoleon's favorit e 
method of stimulating his officers and s idiers to duds of 
heroism but it is ispoalible in our service because 
commissions can onlybe granted by the preAident on th e 
advice and consent of the Senate and except in origina l 
vacancies'promotion in a regiment is 4.enerMlly if not always 
made on the rule of seniority . 

(signed) W . T . Sherman,
General. 

Official
 

(sgd) E . D . Townsend .
 


Adjutant (-enerel . 

A true copy 

J . M . Le e
 
let Lieut . and Ad jt . 9th Iifaw.ry . 

Recorder . 
4. 
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OLIlr C. HIM> and J. I*JL , sl o s ees in the 

office of The Jades Advocate Gemmel of tho Unitod .totes , 

=: hereby certify that we have sarofuly co -arod with the original 

aM official reseed on file infield office, the within typewritten 

eopy of the remora of the proceedings of the Court of Inquiry in 

the oass of Pajor Versus A, none, held at Chicago during Jaoursr y 

1874, oonceculag his conduct at the battle of the Little Mg 

Haea, Z . 25, 13?4, and that the see is a true owl ooi'reet espy 

of said originnI resord as %be sae appears in the files of 

the Judge Advocate Gen ral•s Office, with correction* of obvious 

errors in orthography, nnd the addition of eert in question marks 

is the trmssript of Vol. II. 

OLIV`-;R C. 11 

1LT .I €. J..Subscribed in my -. rsssmce by OLIV
 

~d
 


:ctot) or, 143$,l► .,II . :, both to sm peraaaally known, tic 

then -ri there each for hin if make
at slnehingtan, ') . C., Oho
 


oath Or-.t the ford lag statement is true as he vori l.y believes.
 


r4oVry ubli~ct, 
'sistrict of Columbia.. 



A typed copy of the proceedings of a Court of Inquiry to 
inquire into Major Marcus A . Reno's conduct at the battl e 

of the Little Big Horn ("Custer's Last Stand"), prepare d 
under the direction of the late Colonel William A . Graham , 
J.A .G .D. Colonel Graham also prepared an abstract of th e 
testimony for review by the Secretary of War . 
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